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Overview

Importance of infrastructure
2000-2018 market study tours
What farmers seeing globally
Take-aways from tours
Informing and advocating

Conclusions



Importance of Infrastructure

 Significant impact on farm income and  
competitiveness
Physical infrastructure provided long-

held competitive advantage
Growing importance of soft 

infrastructure





2000-2018 Market Study Tours

 Goal:  create cadre of leaders who
 understand importance of exports
 are informed on export markets/marketing issues
 can assess factors affecting competitiveness
 will advocate for industry positions

 Infrastructure examined
 China (2001 and 2009)
 EU (2003 and 2013)
 Brazil (2002 and 2018)
 Panama (2011)
 U.S. Infrastructure Tour (2014)



What Farmers Seeing Globally

 China – Three Gorges Dam, Hong Kong
 EU – Rotterdam, Hamburg, London
 Brazil – BR-163, river terminals, 

Amazon ports, Port of Paranagua
 Panama – Panama Canal
 U.S. – Houston, Galveston, New 

Orleans, Savannah, Virginia



China 2001



China 2012
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China 2009
Hong Kong



Brazil 2002



Brazil 2018



Panama
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U.S. Infrastructure Trip



Conclusions

 Global infrastructure improvements 
are happening and impact U.S. 
agriculture and other industries

 Illinois/American farmers are poised to 
lose their competitive edge

 Making infrastructure a priority under 
the current administration is  
imperative

 21st century ideas, administration and 
funding methods are needed to 
succeed



Questions

Thank you!
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